
EQUINE SECTION 
INTRODUCTION AND GUIDELINES FOR COMPETITORS 

 
Entry 2025 – Wristband passes. Two wristbands will be allocated to the first horse, one for each subsequent horse up to 
a maximum of four wristbands. Wristbands must be worn on entry to the Showground. Anybody without a wristband will 
be charged for entry. 
 
Parking - All light Horses and working hunter competitors must park as directed by official parking attendants.  To gain 
access to the show rings all competitors must use the horse walkways provided. 
 
Start Times - Start Times - Please note that there may be some traffic congestion leading up to and on the show field, 
therefore please allow plenty of time to arrive and prepare for your class. A timetable with start times/or not before 
times will be available no later than 24 hours before show day on the show website and published on social media. Under 
no circumstances will judging be delayed due to either the late arrival of competitors or to accommodate a competitor 
in another ring. Exhibits will not be allowed into the show ring once the command for trot has been given (ridden 
classes) or judging has commenced (In hand classes). 
 
Competitor Numbers – Will be issued in advance of the show. Please ensure you are wearing the correct number for 
each of your classes as detailed in the catalogue. Failure to do so could jeopardise your qualification. 
 
Insufficient entries - The Committee reserve the right to amalgamate or split classes if necessary. 
 
Prize Money – The society awards prize money 1st £20; 2nd £10; 3rd £5 unless otherwise stated.  Where classes have 3 
or less catalogued animals entered only first prize money will be awarded in those classes.   
Supreme In hand, Supreme Ridden Light Horse Championship & Supreme working hunter champion - To be judged at the 
end of the Light Horses Classes. The Society offers £75 to the champion and £25 to the reserve. The three champions 
will then be judged for the overall Light Horse Championship. 
 
RESPONSIBILITY FOR INSURANCE OF ANIMALS AND ASSOCIATED PUBLIC LIABILITY LIE WITH THE OWNER AND 
EXHIBITOR. THIS IS A CONDITION OF ENTRY 
 
Cumberland Agricultural Society Champion of Champions – The Champion Heavy Horse, the winner of the David Allen 
trophy and the winner of the Margaret Ogden Sash will be eligible to compete in the Cumberland Agricultural Society 
Champion of Champions competition in the Main Show Ring. 

The Showing Council Code of Practice for the Welfare of Equines – The Cumberland Agricultural Society adhere to the 
Code of Practice as set out by The Showing Council regarding the Welfare of Equines at Events. 

Equine Influenza - In keeping with current Showing Council guidelines, The Cumberland Show Equine Influenza policy is 
as follows: Equine Influenza and Tetanus vaccinations are a compulsory requirement for all horses attending the 
Cumberland County Show. The requirement for the first 3 vaccinations is as follows: the first 2 vaccinations 21 – 92 days 
apart, a third booster between 150-215 days, and an annual booster vaccination within 365 days thereafter. No horse 
should enter competitions within 7 days of an EI vaccination. Foals should commence vaccinations at 6 months old. This 
Rule may be subject to change from guidance from the FEI/BEF and any changes will be notified via the Showing Council 
and ASAO websites. 
 
Trimming Of Whiskers - please be aware of individual society guidelines – for the avoidance of doubt within the 
unaffiliated classes the Cumberland Agricultural Society follow the showing society guidelines which state Sensory hairs 
are the hard hairs located on the horse’s muzzle and around the eyes, also known as ‘whiskers’ that are used for 
sensation. It is recommended that horses should not have whiskers trimmed or removed (other than for veterinary 
purposes or with a vet’s certificate). Mares and Foals should present with no evidence of whiskers or sensory hairs 
removed.  
 
ALL EQUINE EXHIBITORS PLEASE NOTE NO EARRINGS, PIERCINGS OR VISIBLE JEWELLERY WILL BE ALLOWED 
 
The Cumberland Show is currently affiliated to the following societies which may affect more than one section and 
competitors entering this show whether they be members or not of the society agree to abide by the rules of those 
societies: 

 
BRITISH SHOW PONY SOCIETY (BSPS) – Affiliation No TBC 
Entries in these classes are open to all. The following classes are affiliated to the BSPS – 35 - 42 (WHP)  
This show is affiliated to the British Show Pony Society (BSPS) and all persons entering, competing, showing or otherwise 
taking part in BSPS classes, whether or not members of the BSPS are subject to the rules of the BSPS including the 
disciplinary procedures, and shall be deemed to have consented to the jurisdiction of the BSPS. 
 
LONDON INTERNATIONAL HORSE SHOW QUALIFYING CLASSES  
BSHA RISING STAR AMATEUR RULES FOR 2025 
Open to members and pre-registered non-members, 15 yrs and over, eligible under Rising Star Amateur rules. 
Please note: Rising Star Amateur Rules 2025 are separate from BSHA Amateur rules. Please see the separate Rising Star 



Rulebook in the Rising Star section available on the BSHA website. https://britishshowhorse.org/bsha-rising-stars-series/ 
If you are in any doubt regarding your Rising Star Amateur status, please contact the BSHA Office directly, to have 
your status confirmed. 
QUALIFIERS FOR FINALS AT LONDON INTERNATIONAL HORSE SHOW 

 
Coloured Horse & Pony Society (CHAPS) UK – Affiliation -25-094 
This show is affiliated to The Coloured Horse & Pony Society (UK). Affiliation No -TBC. Both owner and the rider/exhibitor 
need not be a member of CHAPS (UK) nor must the horse or pony be registered with CHAPS (UK) to compete.  However 
in order to Qualify both Owner and Rider/Exhibitor need to be a current showing member and present their valid Qualifier 
card IN THE RING for signing by the judge. Members to apply in writing to CHAPS (UK) for appropriate qualifier card. The 
CHAPS (UK) Championship Show will be held on 14th to 16th August 2025. The following classes are CHAPS (UK) Qualifiers 
(Classes). (CHAPS registered animals in classes, Sport Horse class and in the Veteran section classes may also qualify. 
For full rulings and information on competition/qualification, please refer to the CHAPS (UK) Members ’Handbook; or 
visit www.chapsuk.com for rulings. Only ‘coloured’ horses & ponies (as defined in the current CHAPS UK members ’
handbook) may compete these classes. 
All stallions, 4 years old and over entering these classes must be graded with CHAPS (UK). All stallions must wear Stallion 
ID Discs in the ring without exception. 
 
Northern Counties Ponies Association (NCPA) – Affiliation No 254/25 
This show is affiliated to the Northern Counties Pony of the Year Show September 2025 to be held at Warren Farm EC, 
Formby L37 0AN on the 14th September 2025. 1st & 2nd prize winners in appropriate classes will qualify. The Supreme 
and Reserve In Hand & Ridden Champions will qualify for the NCPA GOLDEN SUPREMES. 

 
National Pony Society (NPS) – Affiliation No 312503 
This show is affiliated to the NPS – entrants do not need to be members of the NPS to compete. The following classes 
are affiliated to NPS (Part bred Arab)  (Shetland Ponies),  (Fell Ponies), (IH and Ridden M & M’s), and , and  (Show Ponies 
and Show Hunter Ponies).  
NPS Qualifying Rounds: These classes are judged under the Rules of the NPS. Ponies must be registered in any of the 
British Riding Pony studbook sections or the Ridden Register; the GSB; the AHSB; the AASB, or registered in the main 
body of their respective M&M Stud Book. Part breds are not eligible unless overstamped into one of the British Riding 
Pony studbook sections. or the Ridden Register. Qualifying rounds for most NPS competitions are open to ponies owned 
by NPS members and nonmembers but only ponies owned by adult NPS Qualifying or Life members are eligible to qualify 
for the final of the competition at the NPS Summer Championship Show at Malvern from 5th – 7th  August 2025. The highest 
placed pony, if owned by an NPS member, in each class will qualify for the final. Qualification may pass down to third 
place if the first and second ponies are already qualified.  
NPS/WTJ Insurance Brokers Ltd Home Produced Ridden Championship - Riders of Home Produced ponies (see definition 
in the NPS Rules Book) can wear a white arm band in classes where this is indicated. These ponies, if owned by NPS 
members, are then eligible to qualify for the final at the NPS Summer Championship Show. The Owner’s Membership 
cards MUST be produced in the ring when requested or the qualification will be forfeit. 
NPS Silver Medal Rosette Championships: These classes are judged under the Rules of the NPS. NPS Silver Medal Rosettes 
are only awarded when the owner of the champion pony is a Qualifying or Life member of the NPS. A valid membership 
card must be in the rider’s/handler’s possession on entering the ring and be produced immediately on request by either 
the judge or the steward. If the owner of the Champion pony is not a member, or the owner’s membership card is not 
immediately produced, the rosette may be awarded to the Reserve Champion provided they have the required 
membership card. If the Champion pony has previously qualified it is still entitled to the Silver Medal Rosette, but the 
qualification card goes to the Reserve Champion pony, provided the owner of that pony is a member of the NPS. The 
Silver Medal Rosette and the qualification card can be awarded no lower than first Reserve (third). Foals are not eligible 
for Silver Medal Championships. 
 
Retraining of Racehorses (RoR)   
Tattersalls RoR Novice Show Series Qualifier - Thoroughbred mare or gelding, 4years old or over, any height. Riders must 
be 15 years or over on the 1st January 2025. Horses should be ridden in a snaffle, pelham or simple double bridle with a 
plain cavesson noseband. Horses should be plaited.  The first three go forward to the final at The Jockey Club RoR 
National Championships, Aintree on. All entries MUST have current RoR competition registration and have RACED in GB. 
The class will be under rules of RoR. All those entering horses and/or participating in the show agree to be bound by the 
Retraining of Racehorses Rules and  Regulations from time to time in force. To take part in this class, horses must NOT 
have won a ridden open class under any affiliated showing society (inc. SEIB/HOYS, BSHA, SHB(GB) BSPS, 
BSPA, Tattersalls RoR Open Show Series Qualifier, TARRA Ridden, RoR AMATEUR Ridden Show Series Qualifier or any 
other open class except Tattersalls (TBA) RoR Challenge Show Series or other Working Hunter type classes. Unaffiliated 
Show wins are not taken into account. Horses WILL be ridden by the judge. Horses will be stripped for 
conformation. Horses may remain in the Tattersalls RoR Novice Show Series (formerly RoR Jockey Club Novice Show 
Series) classes until they have won (win) three Tattersalls RoR Novice Show Series Qualifiers. They are de-noviced on 
their third novice win or at midnight on the day they win an open class, whichever happens first. They are still eligible 
to compete in the Tattersalls RoR Novice Final at The Jockey Club RoR National Championships.  Please be aware that 
the show will split the class on the horse’s last run in a race (NH or Flat) should the entries exceed 20.  Please mark your 
entry form accordingly. Competitors must wear a safety/kite mark hard hat with a chinstrap. Racing injuries and 
blemishes are NOT ignored in this series. RoR prizes will not be awarded to RoR qualifiers with numbers forward of two 
or less, however qualification for the final will stand. Prizes - Rosette 1st -4th  

https://britishshowhorse.org/bsha-rising-stars-series/


The Tattersalls RoR Scottish Open Show Series Qualifier 2025 - Thoroughbred mare or gelding, 4years old or over, any 
height. Riders must be 15 years or over on the 1st January 2025. Horses should be ridden in a snaffle, pelham or simple 
double bridle with a plain cavesson noseband. Horses should be plaited.  The first three go forward to the championship 
at the Royal Highland Show 2026. In the event that the first three are already qualified, the qualification will go down 
the line to fourth. All entries MUST have current competition registration with the RoR and have RACED in GB. There will 
be a prize for the highest placed veteran 15 years or over. The class will be run under the rules of RoR. Horses to be 
ridden by the judge. All those entering horses and/or participating in the show agree to be bound by the Retraining of 
Racehorses Rules and Regulations from time to time in force. Competitors/handlers/grooms must wear a safety/kite 
mark hard hat with a chinstrap. Racing injuries and blemishes will NOT be ignored in this series. Prizes Rosettes 1st to 
4th place and Vouchers 1st to 3rd place: 1st £40, 2nd £30, 3rd £20. Veteran prize, £20 voucher to be redeemed 
from RoR office and qualification for the Veteran final at The Jockey Club RoR National Championships, Aintree, August 
2025.  
RoR OPEN In Hand Show Series Qualifier 2025 - Open to all RoR and NR competition registered horses, 3yrs and over, 
fillies, mares and geldings. Blemishes caused through racing will be ignored. Horses do not need to be shod to compete 
in the RoR Open In-Hand class. Horses can be shown in a Bitless/In Hand Bridle. All those entering horses and/or 
participating in the show agree to be bound by the Retraining of Racehorses Rules and Regulations from time to time in 
force. Handlers/grooms must wear a safety/kite mark hard hat with chinstrap. This class is a qualifier for 
the RoR OPEN In Hand Showing Series FINAL. The first three go forward to the final at The Jockey Club RoR National 
Championships at Aintree on August 2025. 1st - 4th. Prizes - 1st £30, 2nd £20, 3rd £10  
 
Horse & Country Racing (HCR) – The Horse & Country Racehorse Series - The Horse & Country Racehorse series is open 
to Thoroughbreds who have raced, trained or been bred to race. Racing injuries will be ignored providing the horse is 
sound. Riders must be 14 years plus, ridden horses must be 4 years plus and veterans are 12 years plus. The judge will 
not ride and you will be not asked to gallop as a ride but maybe asked to gallop in your individual show.   

 
EXMOOR PONIES 
All Exmoor Ponies must be registered in Section 1 of the Exmoor Pony Society Stud Book. All competing Exmoor pony 
stallions (In Hand, Ridden, WHP etc) aged 4 yrs and over should be licensed with the Exmoor Pony Society. 
 
WELSH PONY AND COB SOCIETY  
This show is affiliated to the Welsh Pony and Cob Society. Affiliation No AF000289  
Animals must be entered correctly in line with the rules, detailed in the WPCS Judging and Showing Handbook which can 
be found on the Society website www.wpcs.uk.com or requested from the WPCS office. Failure to comply with the rules 
may result in the withholding of awards. 
Your personal data 
Exhibitor you will need to provide the WPCS with certain personal information relating to you. Your privacy is extremely 
important to WPCS, so we want you to know exactly how we will use that personal information. Our full privacy notice 
setting out detailed information about matters such as what personal information we use, for what purpose we use it, 
what our legal basis for doing so is and who we share your personal information with, can be viewed on our website 
http://wpcs.uk.com/ If you would prefer to see a hard copy of our privacy notice, please ask a member of WPCS staff 
to provide you with the same. 
 
Shetland Pony Stud-Book Society  
This show is affiliated to SPSBS, NPS & SSPC for Shetland pony classes. Please note the following information.  
Classes must be confined to SPS-BS registered ponies. Ponies must be named on the entry form and in the catalogue if 
one is produced. Society rosettes must only be given to ponies registered with the Society or to foals eligible for 
registration. 
Three-year-old fillies with foals at foot may not be shown. All foals must be a minimum of three weeks old on the day 
of the Show. 
To enter a stallion in ANY class (in-hand or performance) at an affiliated show, entire males aged 4 years old and over 
must have an “S” number and have been successfully through either the SPS-BS Stallion assessment prior to 2006 or the 
current SPS-BS Voluntary Veterinary Examination.  Ridden stallions MUST display a stallion bridle badge.  In hand 
colts/stallions of two years old or over must be shown bitted and are advised to display a colt or stallion bridle badge, 
these are available to purchase from the SPS-BS. 
There must be no colts or stallions in Young Handlers classes. Young Handlers must be a minimum of 3 years of age on 
the day of the show.  Children under 14 years old may not show colts (excluding foals) or Stallions in In-hand classes. 
Children aged under 12 years old on the day of their class may not show a stallion in ridden classes. In the interests of 
safety, hard hats conforming to current British Safety standards must be worn, correctly secured, by all handlers aged 
14 years or under in In-hand classes.  For Health & Safety purposes judges and exhibitors must remain standing whilst in 
the ring when showing ponies. KNEELING IS NOT PERMITTED.  Hard hats conforming to current British Safety standards 
must be worn, correctly secured, by all exhibitors, irrespective of age, in ridden classes. Ridden and driven ponies must 
be 4 years old or over. In ridden Classes, if a rider falls off at any time whilst in the ring, both pony and rider must leave 
the ring, rider dismounted, and take no further part. 
 
Traditional Gypsy Cob Association (TGCA) – Affiliation No 25/0706/ULT 
TOYS In hand & ridden classes qualifying Classes. No known breeding required to enter these classes. No membership 
required to enter these classes. TGCA Breed classes are qualifiers for the Best of Breed Finals at the Traditional Gypsy 
Cob Association's (TGCA) National Breed Championship Show “TOYS”. Traditional Classes are open to all traditional gypsy 
cobs and are qualifiers for the Traditional Finals at “TOYS”. Part Bred Classes are open to all part bred traditional gypsy 



cobs and are qualifiers for the part bred finals at “TOYS”. The exhibit must have one parent that is a traditional gypsy 
cob. Stallions – All stallions in order to enter any TGCA affiliated class MUST be TGCA registered, have passed TGCA 
stallion evaluations and their TGCA stallion disc displayed on their bridle. Stallions and colts over the age of two, MUST 
be shown in a stallion bridle with a metal bit and chain lead as per the current TGCA rulebook. Current TGCA members 
must present their Membership card and Qualification card to the judge in the ring for signature. Non-members MUST 
receive a qualification card from the judge and have 21 days to join the TGCA and register their horse to validate the 
qualification. Please refer to www.tgca.co.uk for further details including membership, horse registration and showing 
rules (contained within the members handbook).   
Championships: Quest for a Star Championship inc Youngstock Quest got a Star – Traditional Gypsy Cobs - 1st, 2nd and 
3rd from the TGCA classes 101 – 107 above may go forward to the Quest for a Star Championship as per below rule. ONLY 
current TGCA members and horse/pony that is already TGCA registered can exhibit in this championship. If an exhibit 
already has their Quest for a Star Qualification for that particular section, they should stand aside to allow members 
that have not yet qualified come forward for qualification. Membership card and Members qualification card (specific to 
that exhibit) must be presented upon entry into the ring. The Champion and Reserve qualify for the Ultimate Star 
Championships at TOYS. The Greatest Gelding Award – Traditional Gypsy Cobs – The award is aimed to encourage the 
showing of geldings, therefore creating a market for often unwanted colt foals and enabling the creation of a network 
of potential performance prospects to represent the best Traditional Gypsy Cob breed in the World at the highest level. 
This award should be given to the highest placed registered Traditional Gelding. 
 
Veteran Horse Society (VHS)  
An Area qualifier is the first of the three rounds in the Veteran Horse Society showing series. Competitors placed 1st to 
4th at an Area Qualifier are then eligible to enter a Regional Final (second round) providing they become a member. 
Competitors then placed 1st or 2nd at a Regional Final gain qualification to the VHS Supreme Final to be held at Arena 
UK, Lincolnshire on 29th - 31st August 2025. 
Open to members and non-members. All competitors and grooms must adhere to VHS Rules in all circumstances. Failure 
to do so may result in immediate disqualification. Those wishing to join or renew the Society will need to apply for this 
before 1st April each year or a late penalty fee of £15 will be charged.  See VHS website for schedule.   
VHS Regional Final qualification. All competitors placed 1st to 4th in each Area Qualifier class will qualify for the 
corresponding class at VHS Regional Finals. Members must carry their card in the ring at all times and have their showing 
card signed by the judge as proof of qualification. Non-members will receive a red qualification card which can be 
exchanged for signed showing card when applying for VHS membership, this MUST be done within 21 days of qualification. 
It is the competitors’ responsibility to present their Showing card to the judge. 
Regional Finals are open to members only. 
All competitors are eligible to enter open classes at the National Veteran Championships, 29th - 31st August 2025. No 
qualification or membership necessary. See VHS website for schedule which is available mid season in 2025.For further 
information please visit the VHS website www.veteran-horse-society.co.uk or telephone the VHS Show Office on 01239 
881300 or 07789 514004. 
 
Caledonian Showing Championships 

This show is a qualifier for the Caledonian Showing Championships, which is now fully established as 
the biggest and best way to end Scottish showing season 

 
This year’s show will be held at 

Howe EC, near Ladybank, Fife on 17/18/19 October 2025 
 

Every horse & pony placed 1st in all Inhand, Ridden Showing classes (not fun classes) & Working Hunter/Pony classes 
will qualify to compete in any appropriate class at the Finals. All Champions & Reserves will qualify for the Champion 
& Reserves Stakes Finals. Qualification will be from placings, no qualification cards will be awarded in the ring, and 
no qualification can go down the line. 
 

 


